ALLAHABAD.                                    145

* Then, Banks, do we make straight for the Indo-Chinese
frontier, without going through Lucknow ?"
* My advice is that we should avoid that town, and
more especially Cawnpore, a place so full of terrible re-
collections for Colonel Munro."
* You are right,"  I replied; " we can't keep too far
away from It! **
*I say, Banks," asked Captain Hood, "didn't you
hear anything about Nana Sahib during your visit to
Benares?"
" Nothing/' answered che engineer. " It is very prob-
^able that the Governor of Bombay may have been mis-
led, and that the Nana never reappeared in the presidency
of Bombay."
" That is very likely," answered the captain, " otherwise
the old rebel would already have made himself talked
of!"
" However that may be, " said Banks, " I am anxious
to leave the Ganges valley; it has been the scene of so
many disasters during the sepoy mutiny, from Allahabad
up to Cawnpore. But we must be especially careful that
neither the latter town nor the name of Nana Sahib
should be mentioned before the colonel Do not let us
awake painful recollections."
On the next day Banks again wished to accompany me
during the few hours I was able to spend in Allahabad